ITALY
For years past Italy had been a member of the Triple
Alliance only on paper—paper which was yellowing in
hree locked safes, unknown to almost everybody. She
iad reached an understanding with Russia and France;
ind  there was only one State which the Italian nation
aated-—its ally Austria. The latter had, therefore, need of
redoubled caution did .she wish to make sure of her ally's
support before embarking on adventure. Vienna had,
indeed, asked Rome a year previously if she might go to
war with Serbia, but had then received the same veto
from Rome as from Berlin. San Giuliano, Italy's old
and   cautious  statesman,  had,  like Giolitti,  uttered  a
warning* against this "periculosissima aventura"
'"Well, then, this time we'll do it off our own bat,' thought the War Counts in Vienna. But all Metternich's arts, as transmitted in dozens of instructions to the Ambassador's, were lost on Rome's subtlety; and even before the Ultimatum was put on paper the Italian Nlinister was opposing it. He told the German Ambassador that in the opinion of his legal advisers no Government, neither the Serbian nor another, could be made responsible for political agitation. Italy could not, therefore, consent to be an accomplice if Austria should propose to take action against Serbia. The German Secretary of State himself admitted that the casus jcederis had not arisen for Italy in the Serbian conflict.'
The German Ambassador in Rome, Von Flotow—a clear-sighted man, but left by Berlin in the dark— uttered his warnings from the first; while the Austrian, Von MeVey, of delicate health, but self-willed and obstinate, hindered any step which might have won over his country's ally. This scene, with all its alternations, was played for the most part outside Rome, in the watering-places where Ministers and Diplomats go in summer as a cure for their gout. It was so managed, however, that the Ministers always escaped in their cars to Rome when they feared demarches, and had vanished from it again when the Diplomats arrived in pursuit.
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